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Abstract

Synthetic Aperture Radar is an advance technique of measuring a high resolution radar
signature with a smaller antenna. From contact with our sponsor, Northrop Grumman, our team
has developed a concise problem statement, “Design an improved housing structure for the SAR
Radar array.” During our 2nd sponsor meeting, our team was able to pinpoint what our objectives
are for improving upon last year’s prototype which include lowering the weight, making the
structure more stable and fixing the antenna horn mounting and alignment. From the criteria, we
have developed a House of Quality matrix to analyze which components of our design are the most
important.

Looking forward, our design team will analyze last year’s design to see what choices were
made with the structure and the tradeoffs between each other. We will then research the
advantages of various materials to find a cost effective but sturdy material to make our
frame. Brainstorming will be done to come up with an effective mounting mechanism whether it
involves making our own device or implementing an existing product.
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1. Introduction

The sponsor company, Northrop Grumman, is a “leading global security company providing
innovative systems, products and solutions in unmanned systems, cyber, C4ISR, and logistics
modernization to government and commercial customers worldwide.” [1] The project group has
been posed with a problem of developing a system to detect weapons on people who may be a
threat. Many systems exist today that meet that goal, but Northrop Grumman wants to create a
concealable, low-cost system with low resolution so it does not reveal too intimate of detail.

This project has been continued from last year, with this year bringing challenges of
improving the existing design. While last year’s prototype succeeded in providing basic
functionality, being a first generation design there is still much to be improved upon. On the
Mechanical Engineering side, this includes weight reduction, lowering cost, improving the
hardware box design, and a more effective method of mounting the antenna horns.
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2. Project Definition

2.1 Background Research

A Synthetic Aperture Radar System (SARS) is a radar system that generates a high
resolution remote sensor imagery using multiple antennas and each antenna stores its’ data
electronically. [2] A SARS normally is used by the military in aircrafts and are used to find targets
such as ships by taking Doppler’s Effect into account and having the antennas in time multiplex
over a certain length. [3] This means that the systems are usually used from the sky, looking
downward toward the earth. Signal processing uses magnitude and phases of the received signals
over successive pulses from elements of synthetic aperture and it then creates an image.

SARS is used for military use primarily but there are also some non-military uses as well.
The “Blackbird’s Eye” is where an aircraft pilot uses SARS to establish a location of an object.
SARS is used for the 24/7 missions in hostile territories for reconnaissance and counter terrorism,
this is specifically called the TRACER and are for unmanned and manned. This system can
operate in any type of weather, day or night, wide area-surveillance capabilities, and has a long
endurance. For non-military uses SARS is also used for GEO mapping, which is a mapping system
to map areas all over the world. These three applications of the Synthetic Aperture Radar System
were all created by Lockheed Martin and all are mobile. [4]

Our objective is to make a SARS imager with a purpose of creating a strong security system
to protect against threats in public places such as movie theaters and stadiums. [5] People are able
to conceal weapons such as handguns or even bombs in public areas without anyone having any
knowledge that someone has a weapon and could be a potential perpetrator of mass murder or
anything with malicious intent. The difference between a tradition SARS imager is that this device
will be on the ground with a target that is horizontal and also that the device will have multiple
stationary antennas that is sending data to be stored electronically by taking images of a target that
is moving, specifically a human being. Instead of using it in the air, this will be used on the ground
and taking images horizontally. The imager should be fully functional, uses materials that are
commercially used and low in cost, and also creates a low but useful resolution of an image that
can detect concealed weapons.

2.2 Need Statement

This is a second generation project; the sponsor being Northrop Grumman and the
Mechanical Engineering team from the previous year has demanded some key changes in the
aspects of the previous design. These include, improving the rigidity of the frame, changing the
method of aligning the antenna horns, increasing mobility, reducing weight to under 150 Ibs.,
changing the material of the structure, and increasing the pointing accuracy of the laser of the horn
antenna. These changes are needed because, the horn alignment caused errors in the collection of
data and target sensing. The changes are also needed because the current design was extremely
too heavy and difficult to transport.
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Need Statement:

“The structure of the current SARS is producing too much of an error and isn’t efficient or effective
for sensing targets.”

2.3 Goal Statement & Objectives

From our sponsor meeting, our team was able to create the following goal statement.:
“Design an improved housing structure for the SAR Radar array.”

During our meeting, our sponsor stated very clearly what his concerns with last years
prototype and what we could do to make it better. The first requirement was improved stability,
the 1st-Gen prototype would wobble upon the application of a small force. Operationally this is
not acceptable because the SAR takes radar images of a fixed region in space and a small
adjustment would mess up the accuracy of what is being read. Another element to help improve
the accuracy is improved horn alignment and mounting. The first generation of the imager had a
problem with precisely mounting the horn holder to the frame and in some cases JB Weld was
used hastily used. It is important to finely adjust the angle of each antenna and lock it into place
since errors of even 1/10” can propagate to major errors in the phase angle of the radar signal.

Reducing the total weight is another major concern for Genl was made of solid steel and
weigh roughly 300lbs. However, this was to save cost as lightweight Aluminum would have been
more expensive. A goal of making it a Mil-Spec standard two person carry weight of 80lbs was
given. Lowering the weight would also make the device more portable another of our client
desires. However, portability can also include easy of breakdown and assembly which is not a
main focus of our 2nd Gen design. Design of the hardware box to protect the circuitry from the
elements and Electromagnet Interference was given to the two ME students on the EE team,
however, we still need to make a way to attach their box to our structure.

From the design requirements, our team produced and House of Quality (HOQ) matrix as
shown in Figure 1. We took the design requirements provided by our client and ranked them in
terms of importance. By brainstorming, our team created the engineering characteristics of
structural thickness, specific material used, horn locking mechanism and adjustment, physical size
of the base, height of the structure above ground, number of cross support beams and a Mil-Spec
weight standard.
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Figure 1 — House of Quality Matrix

Our analysis showed that the top three Engineering Characteristics were base size, material
used, and structural thickness. The base size, with a ranking of 105, has a direct impact on the
cost, weight and stability of the system. This is an important design aspect, because stability and
weight are inversely proportional for the base. Specific material of the structure weighting at 96,
also attributes to the rigidity of the structure since each has different Modulus of Elasticity and
Shear. Depending on the thickness of the structure, with a score of 78 points, the stability of the
object and become greater; but like the base, weight is negatively affected. Not too far below this
is the number of support cross beams with a score of 72. Their sole purpose is to add stability to
the structure which is the common theme of the top Engineering Characteristics.’

2.4 Constraints
Some engineering constraints have been proposed by Northrop Grumman. These are
preliminary goals to aim for, but may need to be revised throughout the project since it is still a
young, evolving product.
Stability
e Any movement of the structure will result in erroneous phase shift readings by the system
« maximum allowable error - 5 degrees or less (phase shift)
e Wave length - 1 inch -> 1 inch360°5°=172 inch max error
Weight
o 80Ib goal weight
Mobility
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o Easy to move: attach wheels
Horns
e Need to be adjustable
o Able to all be focused within 1 ft circle that is 20 ft away
o Can attach laser pointer to horn to make sure alignment is correct “down-range”
Hardware Box
e Improve sleekness
o Consider heat generation from electronic components: ventilation?
e Provide EMI shielding
« Bonus: Protect from environment -- able to endure outdoor conditions
e Protect components from moisture (add moisture indicator?)
o Need gasket-type seal?
Cost
e Minimize cost

2.5 Methodology

The methodology describes the general process of how we will complete our deliverables
throughout the two semesters. Adjustments will be made over time as the project develops.

1. Project Plans and Product Specs

> Use project objectives, needs, and constraints to begin planning priorities of what must
be completed to satisfy the objective

> Began to identify viable components to use for the product adjustment and
improvement through research

> Find affordable sources for components, parts, and assembly
2. Initial Web Page Design
> Secure website template/base
> Collect basic information from teammates, sponsor and put on website
> Put list of project objectives on website
3. Midterm Presentation I: Conceptual Design
> Concept generation on component adjustments
> Concept selection on the generated choices
4. Midterm Report |

> Make use off all of the documentation and deliverables to put together a comprehensive
and robust report.
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5. Peer Evaluation |

> To avoid any bad peer evaluations, we will continue to work in unity as we have and
remain accountable for our individual responsibilities

6. Midterm Presentation II: Interim Design Review

> Make sure to gather information as well as visuals for an effective presentation on the
interim design

7. Peer Evaluation 11

> Once again, we will strive to continue work together and be accountable for our
responsibilities

8. Final Web Page Design

» Continue to refine the website and add all needed information, visuals etc. to create a
seamless and informational story for the website visitor

9. Final Design Poster Presentation

> Two semester’s preparation will go into this preparation and thus we will make sure to
deliver our best

10. Final Report

> Everything that was done will be put into a comprehensive report for final review

2.6 Schedule

The schedule below in Figure 2 is an initial estimate and plan for completing our
deliverables. As the project develops, tasks will be added, times will be updated, and any other
adjustments will be made.
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3. Conclusion

In conclusion, it is understood that the sponsor company, Northrop Grumman, wants to
create a concealable, low-cost system with low resolution so it does not reveal too intimate of
detail. This project will be a continuation from last year’s, with this year bringing challenges of
improving the existing design. The focus and objectives of the mechanical engineering team on
this project include weight reduction, lowering cost, improving the hardware box design, and a
more effective method of mounting the antenna horns. The need statement derived for our project
is: “The structure of the current SARS is producing too much of an error and isn’t efficient or
effective for sensing targets.” To quantify a comparison of the sponsor requirements to the
engineering characteristics, an HOQ matrix was created. It concludes that our top engineering
characteristics will be the base size, the material used, and the structural thickness.

To satisfy these objectives and requirements while adhering to the constraints, we will have
to work diligently as a team to combine our mechanical adjustments with the electrical and
programming adjustments of the electrical engineering led team. Going forward, we will have to
continue to work with an effective methodology and schedule to produce a quality second
generation SAR Imager System.
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